ESSAYS ON THE GITA

All which seems to show that here is an element
in existence, perhaps the initial element, which we do
not know how to conquer either because it cannot be
conquered or because we have not looked at it with a
strong and impartial gaze so as to recognise it calmly
and fairly and know what it is.  We must look
existence in the face if our aim is to arrive at a right
solution, whatever that solution may be. And to look
existence in the face is to look God in the face; for the
two cannot be separated, nor the responsibility for the
laws of world-existence be shifted away from Him who
created them or from That which constituted it. Yet
here too we love to palliate and equivocate. We erect
a God of Love and Mercy, a God of good, a God just,
righteous and virtuous according to our own moral
conceptions of justice, virtue and righteousness, and all
the rest, we say, is not He or is not His, but was made
by some diabolical Power which He suffered for some
reason to work out its wicked will or by some dark
Ahriman counterbalancing our gracious Ormuzd, or
was even the fault of selfish and sinful man who has
spoiled what was made originally perfect by God. As
if man had created the law of death and devouring in
the animal world or that tremendous process by which
Nature creates indeed and preserves but in the same
step and by the same inextricable action slays and
destroys. It is only a few religions which have had the
courage to say without any reserve, like the Indian, that
this enigmatic World-Power is one Deity, one Trinity,
to lift up the image of the Force that acts in the world
in the figure not only of the beneficent Durga, but
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